Bosham In The Second World War
The village and church archives contain several accounts of the construction in Bosham of
parts of the Mulberry Harbours during the second world war. These were temporary
harbours, towed across the English Channel to the Normandy beaches, following the DDay invasion of 1944. The documents are largely unsigned and unveri7ied, but are
reproduced here, as being of possible interest to our readers.
BUILDING COMPONENTS FOR MULBERRY HARBOURS
Without any preliminaries or explanation, so far as Bosham residents knew, agents of the
great steel 7irm of Dorman Long took possession of Mr Brown’s 7ield, between Holden’s
yard and the shore, and of the foreshore to the south of Burne’s yard, and delivered
hundreds of tons of specially shaped steel plates and corner pieces. A large wooden
building, consisting of a canteen and living quarters, was erected on a concrete 7loor, laid
down along the south side of the hedge by Burne’s yard. In addition to this, steel
launching ways were set up over the foreshore, and a lorry entrance was opened through
Holden’s yard into the 7ield. A number of high cranes <Scotch Cranes= with jibs as high as
the church steeple, were set up the 7ield. The steel plates, which were brought from
Bosham station in Holden’s lorries, were bolted together to form hollow boxes. A large
number of these boxes were then put together on the launching ways and bolted together
to make large pontoons. When suf7iciently complete they were slid down the launching
ways into the creek and towed round to the foreshore, opposite Street End and the Town
Hall. There, a7loat at high water and on the mud otherwise, they were 7itted with decking,

Pontoons at Arromanches,
as they are today

Broken concrete on the Bosham
foreshore

anchor winches and mooring bollards. In addition, some were 7itted with conveyors, some
with cranes and some used for ballast. Some had wooden huts put on, and when
completed each had a board 7ixed on it, on which ‘Conveyor’, ‘Ballast’ etc was painted. In
addition to these, many pontoons of a similar size were made out of steel boxes of about
the same size as the others, but these arrived completely welded up. Large numbers of
these were stacked on Brown’s 7ield, up to a height greater than the church or
surrounding buildings. When completed, the pontoons were towed away by tug, to
nobody knew where! Great secrecy was demanded and little about the building of these
extraordinary craft got far from the village. Burne’s yard was in the hands
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of the Admiralty, and various small craft were hauled up and repaired. Similarly, Itchenor
boat yard was very busy building wooden motor boats, and many living in Bosham
crossed by ferry daily to work there. Vere built ships’ lifeboats at Coomb’s yard, abutting
on Smuggler’s Lane. These were sent away from Bosham station. All yachts and boats
were on the mud or out of the water, because of an extraordinary order, issued at the
outbreak of war, that all boats were to be taken half a mile away from the sea.
FROM A HANDHAND-WRITTEN DOCUMENT, IN RESPONSE TO AN INTERVIEW
This information came from Ella Minter.
When did Dorman Long come to Bosham? February 1943
Were the Mulberry Harbour components used in the invasion? Yes
Who knew what we were working for? Only those at a very high level in Dorman Long’s

knew; no one at Bosham was in a position to know.
The pontoons were made up from units, each about a 7ive foot cube, welded together.
The pontoons varied in size according to Ministry requirements. Two of these pontoons
were wrecked when towed from Bosham to the mustering point, known as ‘Piccadilly
Circus’, south of the Isle of Wight. One was washed up at Selsey and one wrecked at
Bognor; they were dismantled.
The pontoons with cranes, conveyors etc, were used at the pier-head for off-loading.
Others were used in the construction of the walkway, or on outer breakwaters. Some of
these were destroyed in a storm that wrecked one of the Mulberry Harbours.
Approximately six pontoons were not required and remained at Bosham during the
campaign. After the war they were bought by the Dutch Government, for repairs to dams.
The 7irst pontoons were named after some Boshamers—Kitty, Nancy, Mary, Danny etc
—until the War Of7ice insisted on a more conventional naming system!
Dorman Long’s left Bosham in June 1946.
FROM ‘BOSHAM—
BOSHAM—A VILLAGE BY THE SEA’
SEA’ BY ANGELA BROMLEYBROMLEY-MARTIN
Construction took place at Burne’s Shipyard, App’s Shipyard and ‘Miller Brown’s 7ields’,
between the two shipyards. App’s Shipyard was just north of Quay Meadow; it is now the
location of a house called ‘The Slip’. A mass of broken concrete is still present along the
shoreline in this area.

The Mulberry Harbour in use, conveying people, supplies and equipment to shore
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